Whitney donates land for Chjldhood develo

By Frances K. Foster
Staff reporter

The Sheridan Economie and
Educational Development Authority
Joint Powers Board must raise funds
to demolish the brick building at the
southwesl corner of Brundage and
Custer streets before constructing the
Hand-In-Hand early childhood devel-
npmml center there, said JPB
Chairman Tom Sachse.

The Sheridan College board of
trustees has scheduled a special meet-
ing at 7 a.m. Friday to accept a gift of
the land and building from Whitney
Benefits Inc. and then to convey the
gift 10 the JPB for the center,

By Josh Mitchell
Staff reporter

Big Horn developer Paul DelRossi
said i a public- meeting Oct. 29 that he
planned to put a child-care ¢enter on the
former Central Middle School site. but
now it appears the plan has changed.

Whitney Benefits Board President
Tom Kinnison announced T uesday that
Whitney Benefits has given the former
Central Middle School maintenance
building site at the southwest cornier of
Custer and Brundage streeis to Sheridan
College for the child-care center,

Kinnison said the property is

basement was built in the 19505 and
served as Sheridan County School
District 2°5 maintenance department
office until 2005, It has not been used
by the distrigt since then,
Facilities Director Julie Carroll.

Representatives from Distriet 2,
Shendan College, and the city serve
an the JIPB, for which the Wyoming
Business Council has approved two
$1.5 million grants to construct the
center.

lition cost of the bm.k building,
Sachse said,

closed session 1o discuss fundraising
options. he said.

The one-story. building with a

said

The IPB will also. work: with
Sheridan
Initiative Ine. — which will supervise
operation of the compleled center —
on. fundraising ideas,
Chairtman Mark Englert.

Bemaolition could cost anywhere
between $25,000 and $80,000, he
.said.

Quality, Child = Care

said Vide

The grants do not cover the demo-

The IPB will meel Tuesday in

The Sheridan Economic ‘and
Educational
Autherity Joint Powers Board
must raise funds to demolish this
brick building at the southwest
corner of Brundage and Custer
streets.

Development

¢ |s Loucks Street extension back on the table? i aveme

appraised at $426,000 and is about 1,25

acres,
- The site is across the street from the
former CMS site, where DelRossi had
said he would put the child-cire center,
DelRossi also said at the Oct, 29
meeting he opposed extending Loucks
Street through the former CMS site to
create an east/west corridor for city traf-
fig, because it would interfere with his
plans: 1o build the child-care center and
homes on the 4.99 acres.
Now that the child-care center is

apparently not going on the site, it is
unclear if DelRossi will allow Loucks
Street to go through the property.

DelRassi has an option to purchase the

former School site from Whitney
Benefits, He could not be reached for
comment,

Mayor Dave Kinskey said. b still
thinks: DelRossi will oppose the Loucks
Surect extension,

“Lithink what he (DelRossi) said is
that ke d:dn t want his chunk of property
cut in two,” “Kinskey said. “It was never

Byt i

about the child-care center.”

Kinnison said he does not know if
DelRossi will allow the road extension,
DelRossi had said he would locate the
child-care center on the site at the foot of
where Louncks Street now ends.

HEM Engincer Jeff Rosenlund' of
Shendan, who is heading the city's new
transportation plan, has said Loucks
Street is the best option for an eastfwest
corridor for city traffic.

Extending Loucks through the former
school site would albow for a connection

pment center

The Sheridan PrassMichiael Sullvan

Plans in play for child-care center near old CMS site

for an
east/west corridor are Brundage, Works

- and Burkitt streets, but those won't work

as well, Roscnlund has said,
_ Rosenlund has also said the Cily
Council should consider taking the site
by eminent domain if DelRossi blocks the
road extension.

City Councilors Marc Ketcham and
Kathy Kennedy have said they would
consider eminent domain for the site,

while the other city councilors and the 1.

mayor say they are opposed.
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