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(Continued from Page 1)

But he said part of the reason for that is
the city provides fee discounts for affordable
housing projects. -

Councilwoman Kathy Kennedy said she
opposes changing any of the fees until the -
next budget, which will go into effect July 1.

Local developer Ron Patterson, who
attended the meeting, said he believes the
city plant investment and building permit
fees should be lowered by 20 percent.

For a $250,000 house, a building permit is
$5,200. Water plant investment fees and sew-
er plant investment fees are both $4.,000.

Under the old fee schedule, a building
permit for a home valued at $214,000 was
$3,280 compared to the new charge of
$4,779. And plant investment fees rose from
$2,400 to $4,000.

Local developer Slim Burns also said he
thinks the fees should be lowered.

The Big Horn Home Builders Association
recently purchased several full-page ads in

this newspaper to dispute the fees.
Patterson said the fees add 10 percent to

*the cost of a home and are passed on to the

homebuyer.

Councilwoman Kennedy at yesterday’s
work session said she is tired of developers
saying the city is “gouging them.”

She added that it is “terrible” that city
staff is getting “blasted all the time” over
fees. :

She said the city is never praised for dis-

counting fees for affordable housing,

CMS site.
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The city, Sheridaz College and School
district 2 have been approved for $1.5 million
i Phase I funding from the State Loan and
avestment Board to build the initial 6,000
juare feet of the child-care center.

Phase II funding of $1.5 million to build the

- remaining 5,500 square feet is almost certain,

Kinskey has said. .

The facility is proposed to house up to 178
children and a training center where students
can work on college degrees in child care.

- Existing child-care providers could also use
the center for continuing education.

Sheridan’s economy.is harmed because
some people won’t move here due to the lack
of child care, Kinskey has said. '

* Moreover, Kinskey has said people who
could normally work won't take jobs, because
they are wait-listed at existing child-care facili-
ties and must stay home with their children.
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